. total landings, the Pluhl“&, industry still has ample time
lead
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Continuing the upwa“ﬂ trend begun last year, production in the major U. S
fisheries made encouraging increases during the first six months of 1944 as com-
pared with 1943, although catches of a few important speciles are lagging behind

&5
last year's figures, the Office of the Coordinator of Fisherles reported today.

& survey of production just completed by the Coordinator's Office shows that
although landings of California pilcnards, Pacific mackere 21, and shrimp are smaller
than last year, these losses ars more than counterbalanced by increases in the
production of Califcrnia tuna, landings at New England ports, and the pack of
tfaine sardines,

Since the first six months nermally account for only a fourth ol the year's
to increase the present
over 1943 production, - -

Londings of fresh fish at the major New Ingland ports —- Doston, Gloucester,
New Redlord, and Portland, are substantially laroer than last year, totaling
207,215,000 pounds or a 1& percent nain over last year's production of 178,9%9,000
pounds. £y the end of June, Gloucester had received 8u,356,0JG pounds of floh and
shellf{ish, compared with Boston's 75,720,000, New Bedford's 43,827,000, and Port-
land's 7,312,00C ouunuk Landings at Gloucester and HNew Bedford Lnorotsed ahout
2 oanFHU cver las j@«r, viile Doston's receipis were 5 percent Liss, and Fort-
land also showed = small lecling,

ot

The California ftuna fishery, enjoving its best year since TQLH, furnishes one
of the most important increasess Landings during the first six menths were 50 per-
cent larger than last year, totalinz 52,948,000 pounds, while the camned pack

o

reached 1,149,370 cases, a gain of A1 percent

Less successful than tha tuna industry, the Pacific maclerel Tishery is having
a relatively poor vear. Landings amount ted to 7,868,000 pounds for the first half
of the year, as against 9,007,524 in 1943, The canned pack snowed a corresponding
decrease: 84,982 cases compared .lth 95,799,

,_.

The Maine sardine industry has already packed 1,110,300 cases, or an increase
of 35 percent over its producticn of canned fish last year., A considerable quan=-
tity of the sardines packed in raine canneries is imported from Canada,

In the Gulf area, shwrimp and ovsters declined while crabs made important

(over)
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the other hand, in Ch 1icago, most ‘m)krtant inland market for {ish, receipts de-
¢lined from 39 ,/35 oo pouﬂda last year to 33,915,000, The scarcity of shrimp
and the late opening of the haliout season were proombly important reasons for the

aeciine, feor these two pro aucts normally outrank all others
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